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Durrer: Equal Rights - American Style

PART TWO: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
Equal Rights - American Style
Margot Ammann Durrer

Awakenings and Murmurs of Protest
In the United States, the history of women's struggle for equal rights
played out in many ways unique to this young developing country. The early
settlers, both men and women, brought with them a burning desire for freedom
to worship and govern as they chose. Existence in a new world was a dire
struggle. Then came the conflict of loyalty to the King of England and the fight
for Independence. Through all of this the women stood side by side with their
husbands, wielding the plough and shotgun, sharing their work, but excluded
from community decisions.
A determined young woman, Anne Hutchinson, was banished from the
colony of Puritans in Massachusetts for her outspoken views and for
demanding the right to preach and take part in church government. She sought
refuge in a neighboring settlement in the more religiously tolerant Rhode Island
and later moved to Manhattan Island. Here her right to speak was respected
until, alas, this feisty lady met her fate by a tomahawk wielded during an
Indian attack. But her spirit stayed on.
John Adams, a young lawyer from Boston, traveled three days on
horseback to Philadelphia to join other representatives of the thirteen newly
independent colonies to form a government Constitution. Back home, his
candid wife, Abigail, held the fort (almost literally). She wrote him, "In the
new Code of Laws which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make I
desire you would Remember the Ladies, and be more generous and favorable
to them than your ancestors. Do not put such unlimited powers into the hands
of the Husbands. Remember all Men would be tyrants if they could. If
particular care is not paid to the Ladies we are determined to foment a
Revolution, and will not hold ourselves bound by any Laws in which we have
no voice, or Representation." The subject of woman's suffrage was discussed
at the Convention, but with such strongly divided opinions that the matter was
omitted from the Federal Constitution, leaving the qualifications for voting to
the individual states. Actually, some states had laws prohibiting women from
voting. It would take a while until the "Ladies" "fomented" their Revolution.
As life became more settled in the colonies, women were sequestered back
into their houses, destined to play the role of goddess of the hearth and family.
Some women of the upper and middle class reached beyond this confinement
through volunteer work in fields acceptable for a female role of nurturing, such
as social work, teaching and nursing. Other women resorted to writing for
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venting their feeling of inequality. Many were unsung heroes; others left a
legacy that formed the foundation upon which equal rights for women were
established.
Some Leading "Ladies"
Jane Addams (1860-1935) is an outstanding example of a woman "of
means" who broke the bonds of servitude to house and family by helping the
plight of women less fortunate. In 1889 she established a settlement house in
a private mansion in Chicago, "to provide social and educational opportunities
for working class people". This was the beginning of welfare for women and
children in the lower classes in America. It was a small step toward considering
women's rights ..
A few women struck out independently to make a place for themselves in
man's world. Especially in the professions, they broke down barriers and
inspired other women to follow. In the field of medicine, the first woman to
obtain a medical degree was Elizabeth Blackwell (1821-1910). Despite all
obstacles against women in that profession she earned her medical degree, then
established a clinic to train nurses and care for indigent women. Later she
opened a woman's medical school. An ardent feminist, she urged women to
study nursing and medicine. Clara Barton, a nurse serving in Civil War,
became an "Angel of the Battlefield", later becoming the founder of the
American Red Cross. Her example raised nursing to an honorable profession
and inspired many women to enter that field.
Harriet Beecher Stowe, a gentle wife of a college professor and mother of
six children, wrote a novel entitled "Uncle Tom's Cabin, or Life Among the
Lowly". It was based on her personal observations of escaped slaves and actual
slave conditions. Although stylistic, the story humanized the slaves and
aroused strong sympathy for their suffering. The author was severely criticized
by some for writing fabricated conditions. Stowe answered this with
documentation proving that every incident in the book had actually occurred.
Published in 1852, her book caused uproar in the North and abroad and even
in the South. It strengthened the Abolitionists
resolve to help emancipate the slaves. 300,000
copies were sold within the first year. Upon meeting
the author, Abraham Lincoln was supposed to have
stated, "So you are the little lady that started the civil
war." Many of the suffragettes supported the
Abolition Movement, perhaps because their own
feeling of subjugation stirred empathy for the plight
of slaves.
As counterpart to the middle and upper class
white American ladies campaigning for women's
rights, one finds a remarkable black woman,
Sojourner Truth. Religious ardor was the chief card
Sojourner Truth
of this former slave, but alongside of her preaching
she gave active support to abolition of slavery and to
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the women's rights movement. Tall and impressive, through her simple
outspoken demeanor, her popularity spread as she traveled about in New
England. As a result of her efforts in fighting segregation of Blacks on public
transportation, Abraham Lincoln received her in the White House. Perhaps her
most memorable moment was for her speech at a Woman's Rights Convention
in Akron, Ohio, in 1851. In her fiery plea for equality, punctuated by the
refrain "Ain't I a woman?" she added, "The poor men seem to be all in
confusion and don't know what to do. Why children, if you have women's
rights, give it to her and you will feel better. You will have your own rights,
and there won't be so much trouble."
The Civil War and fight for emancipation of slaves pushed women's
causes in the background, but further underlined the importance of striving for
voting rights. If the male legislators were not responding to requests or protests,
women themselves would have to resort to forceful demands. Determined,
strong women such as Susan B. Anthony and Lucy Stone picked up the banner
as well as Carrie Chapman Catt, but in separate organizations and each with a
different agenda. All manner of political maneuvering was attempted. Susan
B. Anthony pulled a neat publicity stunt in 1872 by voting at the presidential
election. This was declared illegal and she was promptly fined one hundred
dollars.
In this drama for women's liberation, Francis Elizabeth Willard presented
another interesting sideshow. Committed to improving working conditions of
women and other social reform as well as women's suffrage, she saw
alcoholism as a cause of poverty, wife beating, child abuse and fetal
abnormalities. Abolishing alcohol would liberate women, she preached. The
Christian Temperance Union, a movement to prohibit alcohol, had already
started among the early colonists but was raised to the status of battle when this
determined woman became its president in 1879. Many stories and cartoons
depicted women in their long skirts and bonnets, marching in protest, singing
hymns in front of saloons or even emptying bottles of liquor from the saloons
onto the street. Amazing!y, in 1919 an amendment prohibiting the manufacture,
sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors in the United States was passed
by Congress and was ratified by the required number of state legislatures. It
became the 18th Amendment to the Constitution. Prohibition was unpopular
and led to illegal "speak-easies" and "bootlegging". After thirteen "dry" years
the "experiment" was deemed a failure and was repealed under the presidency
of Franklin D. Roosevelt. It had not helped women to gain their rights to vote.
Margaret Sanger (1879-1966), an ardent suffragette, attempted to liberate
women from a different burden. As a public health nurse she cared for patients
in the poor section of New York. A large number of women risked their own
lives to self-abort or obtain risky illegal abortions because they simply could
not afford to feed one more mouth in their already too-large families. The
Comstock Act of 1873, a twisted perversion of prudery, prohibited distribution
of all information on contraception and sex linked infections. In defiance of
this law, Sanger opened a public clinic for women in 1913. This was promptly
closed and Sanger was placed in prison. In 1923 she opened another clinic, and
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again was imprisoned along with other women who had joined her in
protesting the Comstock law. They staged a hunger strike, which led to forced
feeding. This brutal treatment aroused public opinion but it was not until 1936
that the Comstock Law was finally repealed and another forty years (1965)
before contraception became legalized. One can well postulate that women's
votes had much to do with these two major changes in the bastion of male
jurisdiction. The Planned Parenthood Federation, founded by Margaret Sanger,
has today become an international organization.
Such were the early murmurings from women reaching out to break the
bonds of prejudice thwarting their fair share in man's world. Here and there
women were breaking free from the bondage of servitude to man but universal
suffrage for women was the master key that would finally open the door to
equality. For women to attain this took almost a century and a half from the
time of Abigail Adam's plea to her husband. It leaves a trail of political
maneuvering, strong leadership, and dramatic showmanship on the part of
members of their own sex.
Meeting and Marching
"The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied on
account of sex."
This Nineteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution to grant
women universal suffrage, finally ratified in 1920, was a pivotal moment in the
movement in America for women's rights. By this time, America had grown
from a union of thirteen colonies to a nation of forty-eight states. Although the
rigbt to vote would not wash the dishes, care for the children or pay the bills,
it would give women access to the rights and legal protection afforded first
class citizens. It would give them a voice to be heeded by those in government
who curried their votes. By entering into public positions they could become
emissaries of women's rights. In Switzerland, suffrage for women was first
obtained in 1971. One often heard the quote, "we Swiss women do not have to
vote, our husbands will vote for both of us." This is perhaps an
oversimplification but lack of motivation for suffrage may be due partly
because women in Switzerland were not grappling with forces outside of the
home that the American women so strongly espoused, such as emancipation of
slaves, social reforms for the lower classes, and inequality in education.
Culturally, for Swiss women, the idea of politics being strictly male territory
goes much further back in centuries than for the American women who were
only three centuries away from the pioneer women fighting for freedom. Swiss
women of today have probably caught up with their American sisters. In both
countries women have voting and property rights, they may choose to become
pregnant or to have an abortion and they are entering the workforce in areas
heretofore unthinkable for women.
The vital steps for achieving suffrage for women in the United States were
linked with factors unique to America. Slavery was one of these factors. This
worldwide abomination had become a problem from the very beginning of the
Union of the States, (at that time consisting of thirteen separate colonies,
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huddled around the north east comer of the country.) This problem was in tum
linked to groups of the early settlers who came to America seeking religious
freedom. One group, the Quakers, who allowed their women a voice in
political matters, carried a strong agenda for abolishing slavery and
consumption of alcohol. Abolition, temperance, suffrage. The cause of these
bedfellows followed each other lock step, and each in tum achieved an
amendment to the Constitution. The story as it unfolds is a true American story
and a celebration of women's indomitable spirit.

Seneca Falls, New York, 1848: Site of the First Women's Rights Convention
By an interesting twist of fate, a meeting of the Society of Abolition of the
Slave Trade in Great Britain in 1787 triggered a reaction that led to the first
organization for women's rights in America. Two American women, Lucretia
Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton were incensed at having to sit in a side room
at that meeting, listening through curtains. As members of a Quaker
community, they were accustomed to women participating in political
meetings. Suddenly, for the two abolitionists, injustices to the black people had
become injustices to womanhood. A few years later, back in her home town of
Seneca Falls, New York, Mrs. Stanton placed a notice in her local paper for a
"woman's rights convention". For presentation at the meeting, she had
prepared a "Declaration of Sentiments", a searing litany of injustices of man
against woman, deliberately paralleling the "Declaration of Independence" of
the colonists from the tyranny of the English King. This declaration was
followed by a list of eleven resolutions for improving the lot of women. Upon
reading the draft of this paper, her husband took exception to resolution #9,
demanding women's right to vote. Even her friend, Lucretia Mott, protested,
"Why, Lizzie, this will make us ridiculous." In Stanton's own words, "But I
persisted for I saw clearly that the power to make the law was the right through
which all others could be secured."
This small notice in the local paper drew a larger crowd than expected.
Three hundred people attended the convention and filled three days with ardent
speeches. Stanton's husband had left town to avoid embarrassment. All
resolutions were voted upon unanimously except #9, which only squeaked
through by a narrow margin. Although there was a growing awakening for
improvement of their lot, the idea of women voting was still inconceivable for
men and also for most women. It would take time: almost a century and a half!
However, the lady's glove had been thrown into the ring. The meeting at
Seneca Falls was pivotal for the fight for women's rights. Here the spark of the
pioneer women caught fire. However it would have to smolder in individual
acts of protest, lecturing, writing, and joining causes of social justice, before
women would finally understand the wisdom of Stanton's premise: suffrage is
the key that would open the door for equal rights.
The women's suffrage movement, so dramatically started in 1848, began
to loose momentum until the various women's organizations, finally realizing
the right to vote as the key for fulfilling their diverse agendas joined together
in wholehearted support for women's suffrage. The strategy of fighting for
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each state to pass suffrage legislation (as in Switzerland, canton by canton) was
getting nowhere. Tactics were then changed to concentrate on amendment of
the federal constitution.
A fresh approach was introduced by a second generation of suffragettes.
In England, a group led by Emmeline Parkhurst engaged in radical means to
register protest for women's right to vote. They
provoked imprisonment by invading Parliament,
burning mailboxes, chaining themselves to buildings.
In prison, they went on hunger strikes, which in tum
were met by forced feeding. Subjugation to this cruel
treatment was a testimony to woman's determination.
It succeeded in gaining public sympathy. Alice Paul,
an American Quaker, while studying in England, had
participated in these protests. Back in America, she
introduced aggressive tactics of marching, striking and
dramatic pageantry. In 1913, organized by her, a
"Woman Suffrage Procession", took place in
Alice Paul circa 1901
Washington on the inauguration day of President
Wilson. 5,000 women in warrior mode paraded down
Pennsylvania Avenue toward the White House.
Leading the parade was a female lawyer, in heraldic
attire, astride a white horse, trumpeting a proud
entrance into the arena. There was some heckling and
harassment, ignored by the police, but the half
million onlookers were mainly in sympathy for the
marchers. In May of that same year a massive parade
of 10,000 marchers was staged on Fifth Avenue in
The cover illustration tor
New
York City, with approximately 150,000-500,000
Uie official program
the
of
Woman Su1fra.ge Procession
onlookers. In 1917, women were picketing the White
of 191.:l, which brought the
issue ot votmg r,ght, for
House as "silent sentinels", day and night except
women to the forefront of
national d1scvss,on
Sunday. Banners read "Mr. President" (Wilson),
Official program of "how long must women wait for Liberty?"
Woman's Suffrage march Eventually imprisonment followed and forced
feeding in retaliation
for hunger strikes.
One may smile at the drama and pageantry, but
descriptions of violence, imprisonment and
torture inflicted upon these determined women
bring a sobering picture of their bravery and
devotion to the cause. Such tactics aroused
strong public sympathy.
The addition of an amendment to the
federal Constitution for universal suffrage was
a long and arduous climb. Approval of twothirds of both federal houses of congress was SuffrageParade,March 13 , 1913
led by lawyer Boissevain on
required and then ratification by three quarters white horse
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of the state legislatures. Success was sometimes accomplished by savvy
political maneuvers behind the scenes, and sometimes with a little bit of luck.
At one tense close call of votes for approval in the House of Representatives,
it was luck that tipped the scale. An undecided representative pledged an
affirmative vote if his child about to be born would be a girl. And a girl it was!
However, the needed passage in the Senate was one vote short. In the year
following this defeat, by a new session of Congress, the amendment was passed
in both Houses.
Now, the final step was ratification by the individual states. On June 1920,
with one state short of the necessary thirty-six to ratify, Tennessee was in the
spotlight. The Senate had already ratified. In one tense tie of votes in the House
of Representatives, good fortune again played a role. One representative, in
conflict with his party's wishes, heeded the urging of his mother and cast the
necessary vote. In this dramatic moment, the 19th Amendment of the Federal
Constitution was finally ratified. Seventy-two years after the Resolution of the
Convention in Seneca Falls women were now granted full rights of citizenship.
As so aptly expressed by Judge Sandra Day O'Connor, the first woman to be
represented on the Supreme Court: "The 1920 passage and ratification of the
Nineteenth Amendment ... remains the single greatest triumph of the women's
movement in the United States." This legal liberation of their own sex was a
remarkable political accomplishment led by courageous, determined women.
The Lull and the Surge
Having gained suffrage, the women warriors put aside their banners.
Various factions of Women's organizations became divided on opinions of
how to use this newly earned vote. The bar for gaining women's voting rights
was raised to gaining equal rights in all fields. In 1923 both Houses of
Congress accepted the "Equal Rights Amendment" to the Constitution (ERA),
guaranteeing against discrimination on the basis of gender. This proposed
amendment was bandied about at the polls for almost 60 years, never receiving
sufficient state votes for ratification until it finally died in the backbumer in
1982. Legislative changes were being made directly through Federal Congress
and state legislatures rather than amendments to the Constitution. These laws
were easier to introduce, but also more easily repealed.
Eleanor Roosevelt, wife of President Roosevelt, stands out from the midtwentieth century as a shining example of a strong leader and ardent feminist
who emerged from an unhappy childhood, a painful adolescence, a marriage
ofraising 5 children, with a dominating mother-in-law and a husband active in
politics and handicapped by polio. Following the death of the President, she
remained active in humanitarian causes and ran a syndicated newspaper
column, "My Day". President Truman appointed her as delegate to the UN,
where she served from 1945 to 1952. During this term she chaired the
committee that drafted and approved the "Universal Declaration of Human
Rights", a document of great importance. At a time of reviving movements for
women's rights, paralleled with the surge in activity for black rights, Mrs.
Roosevelt lent firm support for both. Then in 1961 President Kennedy had
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established a Commission on the Status of Women and appointed Mrs.
Roosevelt as chairwoman. In President Johnson's administration, following the
Commission's report of discrimination of women in all areas of the workplace,
Congress approved the "Civil Rights Act", lowering the barriers for women
attempting to enter men's occupations. Although only a few women were
represented in Congress during those early years, women's influence at the
polls was reflected in the passage of this and numerous other "Acts" to improve
the working conditions of women.
During this time women were just beginning to realize their political
power. The country had gone through two wars, a depression, prohibition and
its repeal. Racial tension and several severe racial riots once more united
women in a common cause, but again put their own political needs in the
background.
Both men and women were becoming more accustomed to seeing women
in traditional men's roles, but were not yet comfortably accepting thoughts of
equality. After World War I, returning American soldiers were reclaiming their
old jobs women had been filling. "Rosy the Riveter" had tasted the advantages
of entering the workplace and was not happy to return to the unsalaried
drudgery of the housewife and child rearing. World War II afforded women
even greater opportunities and challenges in factories, offices, and professions.
300,000 women were enrolled in the Services of the Army, Navy and Air
Force. (Visualize the photo of a petite woman wearing an aviator's hood,
waving proudly from the airplane cockpit, with the exuberant glow of freedom
and strength in her face.) Peacetime brought an end for many of these dreams.
On the other side, women aiming for a career were expected to forgo marriage
and motherhood.
Marches and protests were absent during this lull. Women continued to
voice their opinions through group meetings. Wielding the pen became an
avenue for women to reach public opinion. In 1963, Betty Friedan published
a book entitled The Feminine Mystique. She described findings of her survey
of female classmates 20 years after graduation from college. Almost all were
depressed, "isolated and imprisoned in suburbia and excluded from social and
productive lives." They felt duped into an assigned role of supporting husbands
in their careers and raising children to be stalwart citizens. In short, they felt
wrapped in a "Feminine Mystique." Friedan laid the fault for living by this
stultifying "American dream" on the social thinking of the time. Women would
be sent to college to "catch a man", to be educated to support husband and
offspring in the pursuit of successful careers. Neither their parents, nor their
professors nor society encouraged them to seek careers of their own. Freud
introduced the field of sex into the mix, with his "penis envy" and woman's
"hysteria". Alfred Kinsey raised the cry for sexual gratification for women.
Consumerism was creating slaves of women by equating gourmet cooking,
elegant dress and shining floors as necessary attributes for making a woman
sexually "desirable". This fell like a bombshell, bringing protest and ridicule,
although the author's children of the "baby boomers" generation were already
shedding the "Mystique" of which Friedan complained. Birth control pills and
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legalized abortion now gave young women choices for family planning. More
women were acquiring higher education and entering careers. Today, if not a
best seller, Friedan's book remains a "concept" of an era past with vestiges still
remaining today.
Much remained to be accomplished for women's rights. Betty Friedan
started the woman's organization NOW. In 1970, at the 20-year anniversary of
the passage of the 19th Amendment, NOW staged events demanding more
equality for women. 50,000 women marched down Fifth Avenue in New York
City. Throughout the country 100,000 women were involved in demonstrations
and rallies. The old spirit of the eighteenth century suffragettes had been
revived. This undoubtedly influenced Congress to pass legislative "Acts"
improving the working conditions for women in the factories, offices and
public institutions.
Meanwhile across the Atlantic, on mainland Europe, women began
stretching their wings. In 1948, during this period of transition from "equality"
to "feminism" in America, Iris von Roten in Switzerland had begun writing
about "the general meaning of equality in women." At that time, Swiss women
were still 23 years away from gaining their right to vote. Iris Von Roten had
studied in the United States for a year. Her observations of women's demands
for equal rights in America may have enhanced her own thinking on the
subject. In 1958 the first edition of her monumental book "Women in the
Playpen" was published. Through a series of unfortunate circumstances this
controversial subject of equality for women was poorly received by the Swiss
male population and by a majority of Swiss women. The author was publicly
ridiculed and reviled and her book was labeled a "scandal". However, 3,000
copies of the first edition sold in the first eleven months after publication. A
second edition was issued in 1959, a third in 1992, a fifth special edition in
1996. Around this same time, Simone de Beauvoir was making waves in
France, with her book The Third Sex.
While von Roten blamed men for confining women like babies in a dark
musty playpen, Friedan painted them as birds twittering mindlessly in a golden
cage, protected but restrained due to unfair social conditions, inadequate
motivation, and yes, consumerism. One cannot compare the writings of these
two authors, since Friedan described the role of women of middle class
America after World War II , while von Roten described their status in all
social levels and in all stages of civilization. However, it is of interest that both
books, published within a few years of each other, served to galvanize a
movement for greater equality for women, which was rising from a murmur to
a roar by the beginning of the early 1960s. At this time, thirty-eight percent of
all women were in the workforce, creating new problems of discrimination.
In the meantime, the next generation had worked out the problem in its own
way. The Woodstock Festival of August 1969 represents a whole new
subculture of personal freedom embraced by the "Flower Children" or
"Hippies". It reflected the new generation revolt against the middle-class
values of their parents and of corporate culture and emphasized a respect for
individual rights and willingness to question authority. Sexual freedom served
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to level the playing ground for both sexes. While this phase passed as the
hippies grew into adulthood and had no lasting effect on gender based
problems, the movement may have helped to promote equality for both sexes.
Unfortunately the culture also ushered in the use of drugs, a factor that would
bring a new form of slavery to many women.
Introduction of the birth control pill had given women greater choice in
family planning. In the case of Roe vs. Wade, the Federal Supreme Court had
made abortion legal by recognizing women's right to privacy. However, a
strong and vocal "Right-to-Life" group is still ardently contesting this today
and the subject has become a political football. A candidate's stand on the
subject of abortion could determine the gain or loss of votes.
The "Baby Boomers" born during the years between 1946-1964, 78 million
strong, were creating a "bulge" in population by the last two decades of the 20th
Century. By the 2is1 Century, the men and women of this boomer generation
have come into their own and some are already retiring. With the aspect of a
longer life expectancy than previous generations, they may be reinventing a
new "50+ career". Others may become straddled with the responsibility of
caring for their senior citizen parents as well as almost a full-time assistance for
their grandchildren - a role that at present is largely being carried out by
women.
Outlook
"Don't forget the ladies!" was Abigail's instruction to her husband John
Adams. Today, three centuries later, it is impossible to forget them. Women
standing at a crossroads, faced by many choices and many roadblocks, are
everywhere in the public eye. Along with war and politics and finances, the
media embraces the subject of woman's role in the world. One can hardly find
a publication, a television broadcast or a movie that doesn't deal with the pros
and cons of the career lady versus the mother and housewife.
Today, NOW, the largest women's rights organization in the United States,
more than ½ million members strong, is out there fighting at home and
worldwide. The core issues which NOW supports read like a role call of
women's universal issues: reproductive rights, lesbian rights, ending violence
against women, ending racism, passage of the Equal Rights Amendment
(ERA), and economic justice. This agenda would warm the heart of Iris von
Roten.
In spite of great strides toward equality, gender-related impediments still
remain. In the working world some discrimination escapes current regulation,
creating a barrier to advancement, a "glass ceiling". Legislation to correct these
differences is being proposed on local, state and federal levels. Acceptance will
take time.
The greatest handicap for young women today lies on the home front.
Having won the right to have a career, can she call for equal rights in
supporting her dual role of career and motherhood? And here one comes to an
irrefutable inequality bequeathed by nature upon woman: only she can carry
and give birth to a child. However, medical advances have brought tremendous
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changes in all aspects of maternity, from sexual freedom, methods of
contraception, access to safe and legal abortion, fertility aides, prediction of
fetal abnormalities, and safer and easier deliveries and caesarian operations.
Legislation is being introduced to ease the load, such as paid post-partum
maternal leave for both parents, increased tax deduction, employer cooperation
in keeping positions open during maternal leave, improved coverage of health
insurance. Young couples of today are working out solutions for sharing the
tremendous responsibility; dedication and expenses of parenting by involving
substantial husband support, nannies, child care centers, grandparents and
employers, and (quoting Hillary Clinton) support from "the whole village ".
Beyond rearing the child, financial demands for its education has added further
stress for the woman trying to juggle career and childrearing. Without
increased government assistance in the high cost of education many children
will be "left behind", as will their mothers. Today more than 70 percent of
American mothers with school age children are working - almost as many as
in 1970. Undoubtedly financial needs are responsible for this large number.
American women of today have succeeded in proving their match to men in
leadership, intelligence, judgment, strength and determination. They have
gained self-esteem. In the workplace, in professions and politics they are
gradually being accepted. On the home front, they have proven their ability to
carry a duel role if supported by "the village." It is to be hoped that in the
bright new future, gender differences as well as color, race, religion and all
other differences of the Homo sapiens will be accepted and respected. This will
give full meaning to statement of the Declaration of Independence that "all
men are created equal": "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their creator with certain
unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. "
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